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DETAILED ACTION 
Request for Reconsideration 

1 . The 35 U.S.C. 103(a) rejection of claims 1-5, 9-1 1 over Matsumoto in view of 
Kitamura as presented in tine Office action dated 03/31/08 is witlidrawn due to 
Applicant's clarification that the term "acetalization" in the JPO website Machine English 
translation of JP 07-134212 refers to the introduction of acetal groups instead of acetyl 
groups even though some JPO website Machine English translations of other Japanese 
documents refer to the latter. Upon further consideration, however, the same 
references are used to formulate the new grounds of rejection set forth below. 

Response to Amendment 
Witiidrawn Rejections 

2. The 35 U.S.C. 112, 2"^ paragraph rejection of claims 1-5, 9-11 is withdrawn due 
to Applicant's amendment dated 07/30/08. 

New Rejections 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

3. Claims 1-5, 9-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Matsumoto (JPO Website Machine English Translation of JP 07-134212) in view of 
Kitamura (JPO Website Machine English Translation of JP 07-198945). 
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Regarding claims 1-2, 13, Matsumoto teaches an adhesive comprising glyoxal 
(abstract) which is a crosslinking agent, in an amount within the range of 2 to 50 parts 
by weight relative to 100 parts by weight of a polyvinyl alcohol-based resin (abstract), 
which contains the claimed range of more than 30 parts by weight and 46 parts by 
weight or less, wherein the adhesive is used to adhere a transparent protective film on 
at least one surface of a polarizer (protective film stuck to at least one side of a 
polarizing film through a PVA adhesive, abstract, excellent in optical transparency, as 
protective film, [0009]) to form a polarizing plate ([0016]). Matsumoto fails to teach that 
the polyvinyl alcohol-based resin has an acetoacetyl group. 

However, Kitamura teaches that it is well-known in the art to introduce 
acetoacetyl groups to polyvinyl alcohol-based resin adhesives (publicly known method, 
[0020], AA-ization of PVA made from saponifying polyvinyl acetate, and PVA of the 
derivative, [0021]), for the purpose of providing the desired moisture resistance ([water 
resisting property, [0022]). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made, to have introduced acetoacetyl groups to the polyvinyl 
alcohol-based resin adhesive of Matsumoto, in order to obtain an adhesive that has the 
desired moisture resistance, as taught by Kitamura. 

It is noted that the recitation of "for a polarizing plate used to adhere a 
transparent protective film on at least one surface of a polarizer" is one of intended use 
and thus not given any patentable weight. 
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Regarding claim 3, Matsumoto teaches that the polarizer is a polyvinyl alcohol- 
based polarizer (system, [0006]) and that the transparent protective film is a cellulose- 
based transparent protective film ([0009]). 

Regarding claim 4, Matsumoto teaches a polarizing plate ([0006]) in which a 
transparent protective film ([0009]) is provided on at least one surface of a polarizer with 
an adhesive layer, wherein the adhesive layer is formed with the adhesive for polarizing 
plate (glue line, [0016]). 

Regarding claim 5, Matsumoto teaches that a thickness of the adhesive layer is 
within the range of 5,000 nm or less (5 micrometers, [0015]), which contains the claimed 
range of from 1 to 1,000 nm. 

Regarding claims 9-1 1 , Matsumoto fails to teach an optical film comprising the 
polarizing plate, or an image display comprising the optical film or the polarizing plate 
itself. 

However, Kitamura teaches that an image display comprises a polarizing plate 
(liquid crystal displaying body, [0029]), for the purpose of obtaining the desired polarized 
light. Furthermore, an optical film comprising the polarizing plate, such as a film 
laminate of an optical compensator with the polarizing plate, for the purpose of providing 
the desired optically compensated polarized light, is well known in the art. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made, to have disposed the polarizing plate of Matsumoto in an 
image display, in order to provide the display with the desired polarized light, as taught 
by Kitamura, and to have provided an optical film comprising the polarizing plate in the 
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display, in order to obtain the desired optically modified polarized light, such as with an 
optical compensator, as is well known in the art. 

Regarding claim 12, the recitation of "for a polarizing plate used to adhere a 
transparent protective film on at least one surface of a polarizer" in parent claim 1 is one 
of intended use and thus not given any patentable weight, as discussed above. As 
such, the recitation of "wherein the transparent protective film has a retardation value in 
a film thickness direction represented by Rth = [(nx + ny)]/2 -nz]xd of from -90 nm to +75 
nm ..." is also one of intended use and not given any patentable weight. 

Regarding claim 14, Kitamura teaches that the crosslinking agent can comprise a 
compound having a methylol group instead of glyoxal (alkylation methylol urea, [0023]) 
for the purpose of providing the desired amount of crosslinking. 

Regarding claim 15, Matsumoto teaches that a thickness of the adhesive layer is 
within the range of 5,000 nm or less (5 micrometers, [0015]), which contains the claimed 
range of from 1 to 95 nm. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments regarding the meaning of the term "acetalization" in the 
JPO website Machine English translation of Matsumoto have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

5. Applicant has requested evidence for the statement in the Office action dated 
03/31/08, and reiterated above, namely that "an optical film comprising the polarizing 
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plate, such as a film laminate of an optical compensator with the polanzing plate, for the 
purpose of modifying the polarized light, is well known in the art." 

Applicant is respectfully referred to US 6,404,469 which teaches the optical film 
laminate comprising the polarizing plate. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Sow-Fun Hon 
whose telephone number is (571)272-1492. The examiner can normally be reached 
Monday to Friday from 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Keith Hendricks, can be reached on (571)272-1401 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571)273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 

system, contact the Elecfronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Sophie Hon/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 1794 



